
Contaminated Oil 



Contaminated Oil 
“contaminated by hazardous materials in excess of 
that which generally occurs in normal use, which 
renders the used oil infeasible for recycling, and 
requires that the used oil be destroyed at a 
substantially higher cost than the cost generally to 
recycle used oil” 

-PRC 48660.5  



What can happen? 
• Contamination in tank 
• Contamination in truck 
• Contamination at transfer facility 
• Contamination at processor 
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Prevention 
• Ask generator   
• Visual Inspection 

•  Layers? Particulates? Color? 

• Odor? 
• Only allow staff to pour into tank 



Suspected Oil 
• Do NOT pour into tank 
• Send to PHHW facility for proper   

management 



Other detection methods 
• Kits 
• Flame tests 
• “Sniffer” 



Detection Kits 



Chlordane 

• Multiple incidents in Bay Area and Central 
Valley 
 







Cost to clean up 

• Lab tests 
• Cost of disposal of contaminated oil 
• Cost of clean up of contaminated tank(s) 



Who is eligible? 
• Certified Collection Centers 
• Curbside Collection Program 
• Publicly funded collection center 

in small rural county 



What can be reimbursed? 
• Testing 
• Disposal 
• Clean-up 



How much can be reimbursed? 
• PCB – net additional costs 
• Other – up to $5,000 of net additional 

costs 



Other limits 
• CalRecycle funding limit - $200,000/yr 
• One shipment per year 
• Contaminated oil prevention 

procedures 
 



http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/UsedOil/CertCenters/ 

http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/UsedOil/CertCenters/




Claim Documentation 
• Lab tests  
• Manifests 
• Copy of contaminated oil prevention 

procedures 
• Invoices 



References 

Statute: PRC 48660.5 
Regulations: Title 14, §18651.8 



Questions? 
 
Emily.Wang@CalRecycle.ca.gov 
916-322-2888 

mailto:Emily.Wang@CalRecycle.ca.gov
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